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THE IVORY TOWER

“You wronged the man who has come?”

“Oh dreadfully!” Rosanna said with great
sweetness.

He evidently held that any notice taken of
anyone, to whatever effect, by this great
daughter of his was nothing less than an honour
done, and probably overdone; so what prepos-
terous “wrong” could count? The worst he
could think of was still but a sign of her great-
ness. “You wouldn’t have him round P

“Oh that would have been nothing!’’ she
laughed; and this time she sailed on again.
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THE IVORY TOWER

have spoken. You won’t hurt him,” Rosz Z2%
said as they got back to the cliff walk. _

“Hurt him? Why I shall be his great warrz22%
light—or at least I shall be yours, which is bett€r
stil.” To this, however, always pondering, she¢
answered nothing, but stood as if spent by her
effort and half disposed.in consequence to retrace
her steps; against which possibility he at once
protested. “You don’t mean you’re not coming
on?”

She thought another instant; then her ey €S
overreached the long smooth interval beyor»
which the nondescript excrescences of Gussy s
““cottage,” vast and florid, and in a kindred com™”
pany of hunches and gables and pinnacles com™"
fessed, even if in confused accents, to its mor="
strous identity. The sight itself seemed afte='
all to give her resolution. “Yes, now for Cissy !
she said and braved the prospect.

42































































































































































































































































































































































































































































THE IVORY TOWER

tim. Idon’tsay wedon’t do our best,” she add-
ed; “but we're still of an innocence, an inno-
cence——!”

“Then perhaps,” Davey offered, “Mr. Fielder
will help us; unless he proves, by your measure,
worse than ourselves!”

“The worse he may be the better; for it’s not
possible, as I see him,”” she said, ‘“that he doesn’t
know.”

“Know, you mean,” Davey blandly wondered,
“how wrong we are—to be so right ?”

“Know more on every subject than all of us
put together!” she called back at him as she
now hurried off to dress.
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THE IVORY TOWER

indeed invite you to go and rummage in that
Presence.” He might have exhaled the faintest
1rony, save that verily by this time, between these
friends—by which I mean of course as from one
of them only, the more generally assured, to the
other—irony would, to an at all exhaustive analy-
sis, have been felt to flicker in their medium.
Gray might in fact, on the evidence of his next
words, have found it just distinguishable.
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NOTES FOR
THE IVORY TOWER
































































































































































































































































































